
Queen Elizabeth II's portrait pulled from Oxford college, new uproar ensues over 'cancel 
culture' 
 
USA Today, June 9, 2021.   

Britain's conservatives in government and the media got their knickers in a twist Tuesday after 
reports emerged that graduate students at Magdalen College at Oxford removed a 1952 
photo portrait of Queen Elizabeth II from a common room as an unwelcome symbol of "recent 
colonial history." 

According to Guido Fawkes, the rightwing website published by political blogger Paul Staines, who 
broke the news, a committee of students, many of them international students, voted by a 
substantial majority to take the portrait down from the Middle Common Room wall, and to explore 
replacing it with “art by or of other influential and inspirational people.” 

"Stalin would be proud," the Fawkes post said. 

The post decried what British conservatives consider another egregious example of "woke" 
posturing that includes tearing down statues and removing portraits of historical figures believed 
connected to slavery or colonial abuse. 

It is unclear whether the queen felt bad about this, and Buckingham Palace would never say anyway. 
But she does not lack for portraits, as one of the most photographed and portrait-painted 
individuals in history. By custom, her picture hangs in every government building throughout 
Britain and the Commonwealth of more than 50 nations.  

Still, royalists, that is to say most Brits but especially elected conservatives, were not having it. 

"Queen becomes latest victim of cancel culture," yelped the headline in The Telegraph, a favorite 
broadsheet of the Tories.   

"Absurd," sputtered Gavin Williamson, the member of Parliament who serves as education 
secretary in the Conservative government of Prime Minister Boris Johnson.  

Meanwhile, Dinah Rose, the barrister who is president of Magdalen (pronounced "Maudlin"), took 
to Twitter to distance the college and by extension Oxford from the portrait storm. A collection 
of colleges, Oxford is one of the world's leading universities. 

In a series of tweets, Rose said the students' decisions to buy the print (around 2013), hang it and 
then vote to take it down were theirs to make, not the college's. She said the college strongly 
supports free speech and political debate and the students' right to autonomy.  

"Maybe they'll vote to put it up again, maybe they won't. Meanwhile, the photo will be safely 
stored," she wrote in posts. "Being a student is about more than studying. It's about exploring and 
debating ideas. It's sometimes about provoking the older generation. Looks like that isn’t so hard 
to do these days." 

As in the United States, Britain is grappling with its history – including hundreds of years as a 
colonial and slave-trading power and the connection of both to the monarchy over the centuries.  

But connecting the queen and the monarchy with racism, even historic racism, is especially sensitive 
now, after Harry and Meghan's interview with Oprah Winfrey in March, when they said they fled 
to America because of alleged racism in the royal family and in the British media. 

Still reeling from that blow, Buckingham Palace was confronted last week with explosive new 
allegations of decades of systemic discrimination against people of color in top palace jobs – and 
with documentation to back it up, as reported in The Guardian, the left-leaning national paper.  

The Guardian, incidentally, took a different, more low-key tone in reporting about the portrait 
dust-up, compared to its more excitable tabloid cousins.  

"President of Oxford college defends students’ right to remove photo of Queen," its headline read. 


